support means for supporting the first object above the second object, the support 
means including first, second, and third protrusions protruding from the first object and first, 
second, and third pairs of protrusions protruding fronyme second object, wherein each 
protrusion of the first, second, and third protrusions of the first object and each protrusion of 
the first, second, and third pairs of protrusions df the second object have an end with a 
virtually sphere-segment shaped extremity, and wherein when the first and second objects are 
in an operational position so that the first object is above the second object, then the virtually 
sphere-segment shaped extremities of the first, second, and third protrusions of the first 
object are in contact with the virtually sphere-segment shaped extremities of the first, second, 
and third pairs of protrusions, respectively, of the second object. 

2. (Amended) The assembly according to claim 1, wherein the virtually sphere- 
segment shaped extremity of each of the first, second, and third protrusions of the first object 
has a center and together the centers of the virtually sphere-segment shaped extremities of the 
first, second, and third protrusions of the first object define vertices of a first triangle. 

Ped) The assembly according to claim 2, wherein the virtually sphere- 
tremity of each protrusion of the first, second, and third pairs of 
second object has a center such that midpoints of connecting lines between 
irtually sphere-segment shaped extremities of each pair of protrusions of 
id third pairs of protrusions define vertices of a second triangle, the second 
tantially identical to the first triangle defined by the centers of the virtually 
iped extremities of the first, second, and third protrusions of the first 

4. ftganceled). 


3 


^^5. (Twice Amended) The assembly according; to claim 1, wherein each protrusion of 
the first, second, and third protrusions of the first object and each protrusion of the first, 
^ second, and third pairs of protrusions of the secoiad object are formed by metal balls, all of 

the metal balls being partially embedded into ejaher the first object or the second object.. 
£Ai 6. (Amended) The assembly according/o claim 5, wherein all of the metal balls have 
'•g ^ a virtually equal diameter. 

j^V) c ^ 7. (Twice Amended) The assembly according to claim 1 , further comprising 
fastening means for mutually fastening the/first and second objects in the operational 
positions thereof. 

£ A i> <-t^> 8. (Amended) The assembly according to claim 7, wherein the fastening means 
% n include any one of a screwed connection, a /pring, and a magnet. 

fa t x y> 9. (Amended) The first object providfed with the first, second, and third protrusions 
and the second object provided with the first, second, and third pairs of protrusions, suitable 
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for application in the assembly according^ o claim 1 . 


j^jj 10. (Amended) A method for supporting a first object on a second object, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

making first, second, and third indentations in the first object; 

subsequently fitting first, second 5/ and third metal balls each having a ball-shaped 
extremity into the first, second, and third indentations, respectively, in the first object, 
wherein a center of each of the first, second, and third metal balls of the first object defines a 
vertex of a first triangle; 

making first, second^ and third pairs of indentations in the second object; 

subsequently fitting a ball-shaped extremity of each of the first, second, and third 
pairs of metal balls into the first, second, and third pairs of indentations, respectively, made 


1» 


in the second object, wherein the ball-shaped extremity of each ball of the first, second, and 
third pairs of balls has a center and midpoints between connecting lines connecting the 
centers of each pair of balls of the first, second, and third pairs of balls define vertices of a 
second triangle which is virtually identical to ttfe first triangle; and 

placing the ball-shaped extremity of^each of the first, second, and third balls of the 
first object into supporting contact on th^Wl-shaped extremities of the first, second, and 
third pairs of balls, respectively, of th^second object. 


^c^ll. (New) An assembly comprising: 


j 


a first plate s upporte d above a second plate; an< 

supporting members configured to support the first plate above the second plate, the 
supporting members including first, second, and tl^'ird protrusions protruding from the first 
plate and first, second, and third pairs of protrusions protruding from the second plate, 
wherein each protrusion of the first, secondhand third protrusions of the first plate and each 
protrusion of the first, second, and third pairs of protrusions of the second plate have an end 
with a virtually sphere-segment shaped extremity, and wherein when the first and second 
plates are in an operational position so/that the first plate is above the second plate, then the 
virtually sphere-segment shaped extremities of the first, second, and third protrusions of the 
first plate are in contact with the virtually sphere-segment shaped extremities of the first, 
second, and third pairs of protrusions, respectively, of the second plate. 

12. (New) The assembly according to claim 11, wherein the virtually sphere- 
segment shaped extremity of each of the first, second, and third protrusions of the first plate 
has a center and together /the centers of the virtually sphere-segment shaped extremities of the 
first, second, and third protrusions of the first plate define vertices of a first triangle. 
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13. (New) The assembly according to claim 12, wherein me virtually sphere- 
segment shaped extremity of each protrusion of the first, seconu, and third pairs of 
protrusions of the second plate has a center such that midpoints of connecting lines between 
the centers of the virtually sphere-segment shaped extremities of each pair of protrusions of 
the first, second, and third pairs of protrusions define/vertices of a second triangle, the second 
triangle being substantially identical to the first triangle defined by the centers of the virtually 
sphere-segment shaped extremities of the first, second, and third protrusions of the first plate. 

14. (New) The assembly according to claim 11, wherein each protrusion of the first, 
second, and third protrusions of the first p/ate and each protrusion of the first, second, and 
third pairs of protrusions of the second plate are formed by metal balls, all of the metal balls 
being partially embedded into either tne first plate or the second plate. 

15. (New) The assembly according to claim 14, wherein all of the metal balls have a 
virtually equal diameter. 

16. (New) The assembly according to claim 11, further comprising fastening 
member configured to mutually fasten the first and second plates in the operational positions 
thereof. 

17. (New) Th'e assembly according to claim 16, wherein the fastening member 
include any one of a screwed connection, a spring, and a magnet. 

18. (NewY The first plate provided with the first, second, and third protrusions and 
the second plate/provided with the first, second, and third pairs of protrusions, suitable for 
application in/the assembly according to claim 1. . 


REMARKS 

Favorable reconsideration of this application, in light of the present amendment and 
the following discussion, is respectfully requested. 


